


 Illegal fishing destroys ecosystems, 
steals fish from the poor, denies income 
to countries and jobs from the needy.  

 Illegal fish are traded across the world 
in a multi-billion dollar business that 
delivers illegal fish to the plates of 
consumers. 

 Illegal fishing profits a few at the 
expense of so many and so much.

Stop Illegal Fishing is a registered African non-profit organisation 
and an African Working Group, tasked by African Governments to 
work towards ending the devastating impacts of illegal fishing 
across Africa and beyond.

 “As a well-established champion in the fight 
against illegal fishing, Stop Illegal Fishing 
is able to facilitate cooperation between 
governments, regional bodies, and local 
communities, as they struggle to stay one step 
ahead of illegal fishers on the continent.”  
Peter Sinon Honourable Minister of Investment
Natural Resources and Industry, Seychelles. 

2007
Stop Illegal Fishing was 
founded to support 
southern African 
countries in the fight 
against illegal fishing. 

2009
Stop Illegal Fishing grew to 
become the African Working Group 
to combat illegal fishing for the 
African Union’s NEPAD Planning 
and Coordination Agency.  

2013
Stop Illegal Fishing became 
an independent non-profit 
organisation to strengthen its 
ability to facilitate stronger 
international partnerships. 

Stop Illegal Fishing has been effective in 
coordinating approaches, developing strong 
policies, building capacity and providing tools 
and strategies required to tackle illegal fishing 
at national, regional and international levels. 
Partnerships with governments, regional and 
continental organisations, civil society, monitoring 
control and surveillance practitioners, NGOs, 
intergovernmental organisations and the fishing 
industry have put Stop Illegal Fishing in a unique 
position to facilitate actions against illegal fishing.



Coordinating an African voice to influence 
international fishery policy processes such as 
the UN FAO’s Committee on Fisheries, through 
position papers and facilitating meetings to 
encourage a strong, single, mutually supportive 
voice for Africa.

Facilitating communication, awareness and 
advocacy has been central to our success. Our 
website www.stopillegalfishing.org is the 
go-to place for breaking news and information 
related to illegal fishing in Africa; it showcases 
good work, encourages cooperation and 
increases transparency.

Promoting and providing enhanced fisheries 
information and intelligence exchange 
through the FISH-i Africa Task Force in 
Southeast Africa to foster actions against 
illegal operators.  Actions include: denying 
fishing licences and access to port services, 
intra-regional detention and arrests, asserting 
regional and global pressure to ensure fines 
are paid and illegal companies change their 
behaviour. 

Developing and testing tools to combat illegal 
fishing, such as a capacity needs assessment 
methodology towards implementing the 
UN FAO Port State Measures Agreement; 

Significant impacts achieved  by Stop Ilegal Fishing
publicising a consolidated illegal fishing vessel 
list; and developing tools to assist operational 
officers.

Providing evidence based advice for policy 
reform and improved decision-making – the 
Stop Illegal Fishing series of case studies has 
provided practical lessons and advice to over 
3000 fisheries policy- and decision-makers.

Enhancing capacity of national monitoring, 
control and surveillance practitioners through 
training workshops and events organised with 
international and regional partners, including 
recent events in Ghana, Liberia, Mozambique, 
Seychelles, Sierra Leone and South Africa for 
participants from over 30 African countries. 

Supporting a network of professionals, 
experts and champions to lead the African 
campaign against illegal fishing. This includes 
strengthening cooperation between, 
and offering technical support to African 
governments and international partners 
resulting in legal and administrative actions 
against more than 50 vessels fishing illegally 
in Africa, with sanctions of more than seven 
million US dollars being paid in fines  
or settlements.



“ Stop Illegal Fishing is doing 
really good work, unequalled 
so far, and we are seeing more 
than the value of money spent. 
Money is needed to help Africa 
rise above the current pain and 
despair emanating from illegal 
fishing with its accompanying 
environmental destruction and 
other hidden crimes. Please join 
this noble fight and support the 
work of Stop Illegal Fishing.”  

Stop Illegal Fishing Chairperson  
Geofrey Nanyaro

Registered No: CR10532.  Image disclaimer: The images in this publication appear for the purposes of illustrating fishing and related 
operations only and are not intended to convey or imply, directly or indirectly, that any illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing activities had taken place or were otherwise associated with this image.

Supporting Stop Illegal Fishing 
is the most effective way you 
can make a difference.

Stop Illegal Fishing is dedicated to 
protect African waters and people 
from illegal fishers.  

Stop Illegal Fishing has created 
one of, if not the largest, network 
to solve this problem in Africa.  

Stop Illegal Fishing has assisted in  
the arrest and prosecution of over  
50 illegal fishing vessels.  

The future of our oceans depends  
on our ability to stop illegal fishing 
once and for all.
For every dollar, pound or euro we receive 
we spend 86 % on our programmes to stop 
illegal fishing, 10 % on administration and the 
remaining 4 % on fund raising for our work. 

But we need your help. 
Stop Illegal Fishing relies on donations and 
grants to carry out our work.

Can we count on you today to help 
Africa to help itself? If so, please 
make a donation today. 
Contact us at Stop Illegal Fishing on  
info@stopillegalfishing.org or telephone us  
on +267 392 6298 or see our website  
www.stopillegalfishing.org/donate for  
more information.


